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Announcements and updates

In this edition

This month we are sharing announcements and updates, SNS updates, the Colorado Hospital Association update and
training announcements. If you received this email, but do NOT wish to receive the newsletter, email
sarah.werner@state.co.us to be removed from the list.

It’s time to register for the spring regional staff meeting

Registration is now open for the spring regional staff meeting in Salida, Colo. We have a beautiful venue in the
Steamplant Events Center, on the banks of the Arkansas River. The address is 220 W Sackett Ave, Salida, CO 81201.

In the past, these meetings have been tailored towards the needs of regional staff members. This year, we want to invite
local emergency preparedness coordinators as well. We have a larger venue to accommodate more people.

The meeting will start at 9 a.m. on Tuesday, April 15. We will conclude on Wednesday, April 16 at noon. The CDPHE
Communicable Disease Epidemiology Section will present a "Basics in Communicable Disease" training for regional
epidemiologists and others in EPR who may be interested on the 16th from 1 p.m. - 5 p.m. More information on this
training, including registration instructions, is available here.

We are still working to refine the agenda, but a current draft version is linked here. A list of hotels in the area is available
here. Please follow the link below to CO.TRAIN where you can register for the two-day event.

www.co.train.org
Course Title: 2014 Spring EPR Regional Staff Meeting
Course ID: 1049308

Travel/Hotel Details: The Steam Plant Events Center is not associated with any hotels. OEPR did not reserve a block of
rooms, as we wanted attendees to have the freedom to choose their own accommodations, based on personal
preferences.

All attendees should work with their respective agencies to arrange for travel accommodations and reimbursement.
Agencies should request reimbursement for all associated costs under their primary “Core Emergency Preparedness and
Response” funding agreement. Please consult your travel budget to ensure that this is feasible, and if a budget
adjustment would be required.

Keep invoices current during transition to new accounting system

The State of Colorado is transitioning to a new accounting system which is set to go live on July 1, 2014. We want to
make sure invoices are processed seamlessly and efficiently for our partners, to minimize potential issues during
transition preparation and our year-end processes. OEPR is asking for extra diligence in staying current and prompt with
invoice submission for the remainder of the contract year If your agency is currently behind in invoicing, please take the
necessary steps to “catch up” as quickly as possible. As always, your OEPR team (program manager, contract monitor
and contract administrator) is more than happy to assist in any way possible. Please don't hesitate to reach out to any of
your team members with questions or issues that we can help resolve. As always, OEPR is deeply grateful for all of the
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work you do to help us ensure preparedness across Colorado. We value your partnership.

Medical surge supplies available in Colorado Medical Cache
Below is a list of frequently asked questions related to the cache.

What is the Colorado Medical Cache — Western Slope (CMC-WS)?
In 2012, the CMC-WS changed from the Western Slope Cache to the Colorado Medical Cache and became a State
asset. It continues to be managed by the Mesa County Health Department.

The CMC-WS is a statewide resource. It is intended to increase response capacity by pre-positioning personal protective
equipment and durable medical supplies, which can be utilized by area healthcare systems involved in emergency
medical care.

Since it became a State asset in 2012, all material contained in the cache is available by request to all counties
throughout Colorado. The cache is stored in a secured environmentally controlled warehouse appropriate for storage of
patient care supplies and health care worker personal protective equipment. It can be accessed by authorized personnel
24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

The cache is one part of an emergency supply system developed in Western Colorado to ensure that required medical
supplies are available and accessible in a timely manner in the event of large scale medical crisis.

What supplies are stored in the CMC-WS?
Colorado Medical Cache - Supply List

How are resources allocated?

In 2009, an allocation spreadsheet was developed that calculated supply and pallet quantities, square footage and cubic
footage by county. While allocation totals may used as a reference by the requesting entity, resources will be distributed
on a case-by-case basis.

How do you request CMC-WS resources?
(Please follow the guidelines below.)

Local to State Request Process
1. Emergency Operation Center is Activated (all requests must start at the local level)
a. Local Public Health/ESF-8 Lead contacts the Local Emergency Operations Center.

i. Local Emergency Operations Center contacts the State Emergency Operations Center.

ii. Request is assigned to ESF-8 Desk within the State Emergency Operations Center.

iii. CDPHE ESF-8 lead at the SEOC or a designee will make contact with the requester.
(The process is then reversed when the request is filled, keeping everyone informed and
closing the loop.)

2. Emergency Operation Center is not Activated
a. Facility/Agency contacts local Public Health/ESF-8 Lead.
i. Local Public Health/ESF-8 Lead contacts CDPHE-EPR by calling the 24/7 Emergency
Response and Incident Reporting Line at 1-877-518-5608.

Resource request for exercises, drills, trainings etc.

In an effort to increase our support and partnership with our local ESF-8, the CMC-WS may be able to donate expired or
expiring supplies for emergency preparedness related exercises and/or drills etc. For a current list of available supplies,
questions about receiving supplies or other cache -related questions please contact Kristen Campos.

Who is responsible for shipping costs?
Any shipping costs must be paid for by the requesting agency/facility.
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Colorado Emergency and Incident Reporting Line receives 1,214 calls in 2013

The Colorado Emergency and Incident Reporting Line was established to provide emergency support 24 hours a day
concerning hazardous releases or spills specified in C.R.S. 25-1.5-101(1)(p). Under this statute, the Colorado Department
of Public Health and Environment is responsible for compiling and maintaining information necessary to enable the
department to answer any inquiry concerning the proper action to take to minimize the public health hazards of a
hazardous substance incident involving any specific kind of hazardous substance. CDPHE also has the responsibility for
developing and maintaining information on response resources and notifying the proper federal, state and local entities
when a spill or release occurs.

The Office of Emergency Preparedness and Response maintains resource directories to facilitate adequate response and
ensure timely and effective notifications of all applicable CDPHE divisions. OEPR also maintains relationships with and
24-hour contact information of federal, state and local agencies that may have to be notified in the event of an emergency.

The Colorado Emergency and Incident Reporting Line received approximately 1,214 telephone inquiries from January 1 -
December 31, 2013. Eight-hundred seventy of those notifications called for a spill report to be generated, which was
disseminated to the proper CDPHE Environmental Health division(s) and other regulatory agencies for proper handling,
guidance and follow up. Two hundred eighty additional phone notifications occurred after normal business hours (nights,
weekends and holidays).

For more information on the Colorado Emergency and Incident Reporting Line, check out the documents below:

2013 Colorado Emergency and Incident Reporting Line overview
2013 spills and releases by county

2013 releases by environmental media

2013 releases by material type

Health Care Coalition information

Colorado Health Care Coalition Integrated Evacuation Planning Guide and Template now available
The Colorado Health Care Coalition Integrated Evacuation Planning Guide and Template was designed by multi-agency
subject matter experts across the state to help guide the development of a plan to coordinate an individual or multiple
health care organization evacuation, or reception of patients, in the event of a disaster. The purpose of the planning guide
and template is to provide Colorado Health Care Coalitions (HCC) and other state and local preparedness partners with
recommendations for a coordinated and collaborative response. The guide may also help in facilitating the development of
a tiered level health care community plan for multi-jurisdictional evacuation and/or reception. We encourage HCCs, public
health, health care and emergency managers to carefully review the guidelines as they begin the development of a plan
that will help to ensure the safety of staff and the medical and public health needs of the population that you serve. The
guide and template, along with additional information, is available on the OEPR Website.

Colorado Statewide Health Care Coalition Workgroup is now the Statewide Health Care Coalition
Council

The Colorado Statewide Healthcare Coalition Workgroup has changed its name to the Statewide Health Care Coalition
Council (HC3). The mission of this council is to serve as Colorado’s resource for local and regional health care coalitions
through collaboration, guidance, leadership and support to all partners and stakeholders by promoting sustainable
planning, training and exercising. More information on this council is available on the OEPR Website.

SNS updates

For updates on items in this section, please contact Melanie Simons.

CDC releases updated medical countermeasure planning guidance

CDC has released the updated version of its medical countermeasure distribution and dispensing (MCMDD) planning
guidance. The updated guidance, “Receiving, Distributing, and Dispensing Strategic National Stockpile Assets: A Guide
for Preparedness, Version 11,” is now available on CDC’s Strategic National Stockpile (SNS) Extranet. The updated
guidance is intended for state and local SNS coordinators, both those who are new to MCMDD planning as well as those
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who have been in their planning roles for many years. The new document updates the 2006 version and is structured to
more appropriately reflect the actions that SNS coordinators would take during an MCMDD response and is not intended
to focus on the state and local Technical Assistance Review process, which CDC will retire in June. Rather, Version 11
focuses on the federal response structure, developing scalable operational plans, and integrating MCMDD response plans
into a jurisdiction’s overall emergency response structure, as well as the response plans of neighboring jurisdictions. The
SNS Extranet is a secure, password-protected site. State and local planners requiring access should send e-mail
requests to snsppbsharepoint@cdc.gov.

SNS SharePoint site transition still in process

CDC has completed the transition of data from the current SNS SharePoint site to a new CDC site available through CDC
JOIN, a gateway for external partners to enter authorized portions of CDC’s secure IT environment. CDC has been working
for several months to move all the medical countermeasure (MCM) information from the current SharePoint site to the new
MCM SharePoint site. The next step is to transfer the current SNS SharePoint user accounts to the MCM site. The

transfer has taken longer than anticipated as CDC has had to manually key in registration information for the 1,400

existing users to transition them to the new MCM site. Once all the accounts have been transferred, users will receive
e-mail invitations inviting them to register with CDC JOIN. CDC will notify users in advance of the transfer of accounts.
Meanwhile, the current SNS SharePoint site is still available to its 1,400 users and is updated weekly. Those who are
having SharePoint access issues send an e-mail requesting assistance to snsppbsharepoint@cdc.gov.

Colorado Hospltal Association Update N cha

‘For more inf deborah.french@cha.com

Healthcare and Public Health (HPH) Sector Critical Infrastructure Protection (CIP) Partnership
releases draft active shooter guidance for healthcare settings

The Healthcare and Public Health (HPH) Sector Critical Infrastructure Protection (CIP) Partnership has developed a draft
guidance document for "Active Shooter Planning and Response in a Healthcare Setting." Active shooter events are
becoming increasingly more common, and while there have been recommendations on how to respond since 2008, these
guidelines focused on business settings. Last year, an interagency group appointed by the White House released specific
guidelines for schools, houses of worship and institutions of higher education. However, there was still a lack of guidance
on how to respond in a healthcare setting. This draft document, specifically for the healthcare sector, was written by a
collective effort of local, state and federal teams including emergency management, law enforcement, first responders,
healthcare providers, lawyers and government agencies. The draft is under review by a federal interagency group and will
be released as a separate document upon completion. Since active shooter events are still occurring in healthcare
settings, a decision was made by the HPH SCC to post this draft on the homeland security information network (HSIN) to
give some informed guidance pending the release of the federal interagency document. The draft document is also
available here.

Training announcements

OEPR Behavioral Health Team to offer first responder resiliency train-the-trainer

The OEPR Behavioral Health Team will offer two first response resiliency train-the-trainers in April. This training is
adapted for first responders and packages an effective stress management and resiliency skill-set into a dynamic
workshop focused on gaining new knowledge, skillbuilding and reflecting on situational scenarios to implement newly
learned skills. The course is targeted to trainers, educators, peer supporters, chaplains, field trainers and other
organizational leaders. For more information, review the training flyer or COTRAIN. For more information on first responder
resiliency, check out this article co-written by OEPR’s Jonathan Gunderson. (Article provided courtesy of PennWell
Corporation.)

OEPR to offer Disaster Preparedness Conference for Long Term Care Facilities

In late spring 2014, the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment’s Office of Emergency Preparedness and
Response will host a two-day conference focusing on the preparedness for health facilities around the state. This
conference will bring together private and public sector health organizations, first responders and emergency
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preparedness professionals to ensure that all Colorado health organizations have the ability to respond to an emergency,
such as a natural disaster, terrorist event, biohazard or pandemic medical emergency.

We look forward to seeing you at Colorado’s first Disaster Preparedness Conference for Long Term Care Facilities. For

more information, contact Emily Nufiez.

Systems training available

There have been changes made to EMResource, there will be changes coming to EMTrack as well as to HICS (name
being changed to elCS beginning in February), so now is a great time to consider receiving an initial or refresher training
on these systems. Our EMSystem/Intermedix trainer is available to provide these trainings throughout the state. To set
one up, contact Kim Richardson at kim.richardson@intermedix.com or 501-425-9055.

Save the date for spokesperson training

The Office of Emergency Preparedness and Response has scheduled a one-day training for public information officers,
risk communication specialists and agency spokespersons on Tuesday, April 22, at South Metro Fire and Rescue, the
same building that houses the State Emergency Operations Center.More information will be coming soon!

Upcoming trainings
Access the CO.TRAIN calendar at https://www.co.train.org/DesktopShell.aspx?tabld=143.

Training name

Location

Contact

MCICS 200

March 7-8

8a.m.-5pm.

Cortez

John Putt

CSEPP 101 -
Integrated
Performance
Evaluator Training
Course

March 11-12

8a.m.-5pm.

Pueblo

Cindy VonFeldt

G775 -EOC
Management and

Operations

March 11-12

8a.m.-5pm.

Westcliffe

Cindy VonFeldt

G775 -EOC
Management and

Operations

March 13-14

8am.-5p.m.

Springfield

Michael Bean

MCICS 400

March 14-15

8a.m.-5pm.

Gunnison

John Putt

Respond Wyoming

Public Safety
Training Conference

March 14-16

All day event

Riverton, Wyo.

James Smith

ME-001-RESP -
Advanced Hazmat
Life Support for Toxic
Terrorism

March 20

8 a.m. - noon

Denver

Jeff McMullen

MCICS 100

March 21-22

8am.-5pm.

Black Hawk

John Putt

G775 -EOC
Management and

Operations

April 3-4

8:30 a.m. -5 p.m.

Pueblo

Michael Bean

First Responder

April 11-12

8a.m.-5pm.

Rifle

Jonathan Gunderson
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Resiliency Train the
Trainer Workshop

Long Term and
Residential Care

Disaster

Preparedness
conference

April 15
April 16

8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
8a.m.-3pm.

Omaha, Neb.

Kristine Sanger

MCICS 400

April 18-19

8am.-5p.m.

Denver

John Putt

Spokesperson
training

April 22

9a.m.-4p.m.

Centennial

Sarah Werner

First Responder
Resiliency Train the

Trainer Workshop

April 24-25

8am.-5pm.

Frederick

Jonathan Gunderson

MCICS 100

April 24-25

8a.m.-5pm.

Alamosa

John Putt

MCICS 200

May 2-3

8a.m.-5pm.

Alamosa

John Putt

MCICS 100

June 6-7

8a.m.-5pm.

Pueblo

John Putt

MCICS 200

June 13-14

8a.m.-5pm.

Pueblo

John Putt

elCS webinar

Second Monday
Third Tuesday

1p.m.-2:30 p.m.
8 a.m.-9:30 a.m.

Webinar

Aubrey Kukral

EMTrack webinar

Third Wednesday

1p.m.-2:30 p.m.

Webinar

Aubrey Kukral

EMResource webinar

Fourth Wednesday

1p.m.-2:30 p.m.

Webinar

Aubrey Kukral

AWR-307-W:
Evacuation and
shelter-In-place
needs of people with
medical
dependencies during
a disaster
(awareness level)

Anytime

Anytime

Webinar

Bill Halstead

PER-302-W:
Evacuation and
shelter-In-place
needs of people with
medical
dependencies during
a disaster
(performance level)

Anytime

Anytime

Webinar

Bill Halstead

Preparedness in
Colorado:

Environmental Health
Aspects of Natural
Disasters

Anytime

Anytime

Webinar

Nicole Roland

Preparedness in

Anytime

Anytime
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WB2254 - Anytime Anytime Webinar Renée Funk
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Contact us

Do you have information for this newsletter?

If you have information, questions or comments/suggestions, contact Sarah Werner at sarah.werner@state.co.us,
303-692-6359 or 720-387-5185. Deadline for submission of articles for the April edition is Tuesday, March 25 at 5
p.m.

Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment
Office of Emergency Preparedness and Response

4300 Cherry Creek Drive South » Denver, CO 80246-1530
303-692-2030 - 800-886-7689 + www.colorado.gov/cohealth
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